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WILLIS, Albert                                                                           
 

Private, 5143 
6th Battalion, Prince of Wales's Leinster 
Regiment  (Royal Canadians) 

Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 11th June 1917  

Died of his Wounds  

Cemetery: Salonika (Lembet Road)  
Military Cemetery 
Theatre of War: Balkans 
Aged 27 years 
 
Albert William Willis was born on 29th June 1889 and baptised at St Mary’s Church, 
Haverhill, the eldest of five children of Albert Willis and Annie, nee Poulson, of 42 
Withersfield Road.  Annie had been born in Lavenham in 1870 but had moved to 
Haverhill, along with her brother, to work as a hair weaver.  There she met Albert 
senior, also born in 1870 at Long Meadows, Haverhill, and the youngest of eight 
children of George and Esther Willis. 
 
Although the Willis family had been weavers by trade, Albert senior was a boot 
riveter.  He, Annie and their son Albert had moved to 37 Lords Croft Lane by 1901, 
and then to 37 Swan Terrace by 1911.  During this time they had another three sons, 
Hewitt, Cyril and Clifford and one daughter, Ivy.  Ivy became a dressmaker, while 
Cyril followed his father as a boot repairer.  Albert junior, however, became a 
clothing factory clerk, possibly at Chauntry Mills. 
 
Also working at Chauntry Mills 
was Ethel Backler, a white 
slop machinist, and her 
parents Dellis and Eliza of 18 
Eden Road, Haverhill.  In 1913 
Albert and Ethel were married, 
and moved to 38 Duddery 
Road, close to Ethel’s parents.  
On the 16th August 1915 Ethel 
completed her National 
Registration form stating that 
she had no children, and was 
a ‘khaki and white drills 
machinist’ for D Gurteen & 
Sons. 

Inside the sewing room, Gurteen’s factory, Chauntry Mill  

 
Following the outbreak of war Albert joined the Army and was posted to an Irish 
regiment, the 6th Battalion, Leinster Regiment, as Private No. 5143.   
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It seems that Albert joined them when the unit was already at Salonika, Greece, a 
forgotten front of the First World War.  The British and French had landed forces on 
the north east coast of Greece in September 1915 in an attempt to support their ally, 
Serbia against Germany’s ally, Bulgaria.  However, they were unable to make 
progress and the campaign settled into a stalemate of trench warfare, made more 
arduous by extremes of temperature and outbreaks of malaria.   
 
Albert died of wounds on 11th June 1917, just a few weeks short of his 28th birthday 
and three months before his battalion was moved to Egypt. 
 

 
Albert was buried at the 
Salonika (Lembet Road) 
Military Cemetery, 
Thessalonika, one of 
1,648 Commonwealth 
servicemen who are 
commemorated there. 
 

photo courtesy of CWGC 
 
A member of the West 
End Congregational 
Church, Albert’s name is 
also inscribed on their 
Memorial Stone. 
 
 

 

 
 
After his death, Ethel, it seems, may have moved back home to Lavenham with her 
parents.  
 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial she laid a wreath with the words: 
 

In loving memory of my dear husband, Pte A. W. Willis, died 
of wounds 10th June 1917. 

 
 
His family also laid a wreath inscribed: 

 
In loving memory of our dear son & brother, 
who died of wounds, Salonica, June 1917 – 

from his sorrowing Mother, Father, Sisters & Brother 


